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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Published by News & Information Services 
Van Cliburn medalist continues Fall Arts Celebration 
The Van Cliburn Medalist Concert Series is 
the next feature of the Fall Arts Celebration at 
Grand Valley. 
Sa Chen, Crystal Award winner of the 12th 
Van Cliburn International Piano Competition, 
will perform a program of Bach, Chopin, and 
Musorgsky on Tuesday, October 9, at 8 p.m., 
in the Louis Armstrong Theatre , Performing 
Arts Center. This event is sponsored by a gift 
from Robert and Judith Hooker. A reception 
honoring the artist will be held in the lobby 
immediately following the concert. 
Tickets are $10 general admission at the Louis 
Armstrong Theatre Box Office (in-person 
sales only/no phone orders) weekdays from 
noon-5 p.m. Free tickets are available to 
GVSU students with a student ID at the LAT 
Box Office only. Tickets are also available , 
with a handling fee, through Star Tickets Plus 
at (616) 222-4000 or (800) 585-3737, online at 
Across Campus 
Study examines marital 
therapy techniques 
The effectiveness of standard speaking and 
listening techniques widely used in marital 
therapy was investi-
gated in a study by a 
Grand Valley faculty 
member and recently 
published in the 
Journal of Marriage 
and the Family. 
Tara Cornelius , 
assistant professor 
of psychology, and 
Galen Alessi from 
Western Michigan 
Tara Cornelius 
University, explained their study and results 
in the article "Behavior and Psychological 
Components of Communication Training: 
Does the Topic Affect Outcome?" in the 
August issue of the journal . 
Cornelius said they conducted research to 
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outlet. 
Chen is con-
sidered to be 
among the 
most accom-
plished clas-
sical artists of 
her generation 
to emerge 
from China. 
When she 
was a teen-
Sa Chen 
ager, Chen was named first-prize winner of the 
1994 China International Piano Competition. 
Her prize-winning finish in the 1996 Leeds 
International Piano Competition, where she 
was the youngest participant at age 16, marked 
the beginning of her international career. 
Since her award-winning finish at the Van 
Cliburn competition , Chen has been on several 
U.S . tours and has performed in many cities. 
International engagements include appear-
ances with the Israel Philharmonic and recit-
als in Hamburg, Milan, Shanghai, Stuttgart, 
and Tokyo , and a gala concert for the United 
Nations in Geneva. 
Chen's debut CD, "Chopin Impression ," 
was released in 2003 under the JVC label. 
Her prize-winning performances of Ravel's 
"Gaspard de la Nuit" and Liszt's "Spanish 
Rhapsody" at the 2005 Van Cliburn competi-
tion are among the works on the "harmonia 
mundi usa" CD released that year. 
For information about Fall Arts Celebration 
events, call xl2180 or visit www.gvsu.edu/ 
fallarts. 
···--------------------------
examine whether using communication skills 
training with couples was helpful in reduc-
ing negative communication behaviors and 
encouraging positive communication behav-
iors. They also looked at success rates in 
relationship to how personal the issue being 
discussed was to the couples. Thirty couples 
were divided into two groups and instructed to 
discuss an issue either within or outside their 
marriage. 
"We found that , when couples stuck to the 
communication techniques taught in their 
training, negative behaviors were reduced in 
both groups, yet positive behaviors were not 
increased ," Cornelius said. "We also saw cou-
ples deviate from the trained communication 
techniques when the issues discussed were of 
a more personal nature, which calls into ques-
tion the utility of this technique ." 
The research concluded that even if the tech-
nique is effective in reducing negativity, it 
is only effective if the couples actually use 
the methods . Marital therapists may be better 
served to explore other methods that are more 
likely to be used consistently by couples. 
Jena 6 rally 
Photo by Dottie Barnes 
Student Chelcee Johns, member of the NAACP 
on campus, addresses the audience during a 
rally to support the Jena 6, held October 3 
by the Cook Carillon Tower. About 50 people 
attended and voiced their support for the six 
African American teens from Jena, Louisiana, 
accused of beating a white classmate. 
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Across Campus 
Open interviews set 
for vice presidential candidates 
Grand Valley is hosting finalists for the position of vice president for 
Inclusion and Equity on October 15-16 and 18. Faculty, staff, students, 
alumni and community members are invited to the open sessions to hear 
from the candidates about their vision for diversity at GVSU. 
"The new vice president will work with the entire university community to 
infuse and embed the values of inclusion and equity into all of our work," 
said search committee co-chair Nanette Reynolds. 
The Web site (www.gvsu.edu/vpinclusion) dedicated to the position has 
yielded thoughtful comments about the characteristics necessary for suc-
cess. Respondents largely said the successful candidate should be a good 
listener and communicator with solid leadership skills and the ability to 
create a vision for the Division of Inclusion and Equity. 
These visits will provide an opportunity for the campus community to be 
full participants in the process. Curriculum vitas of the finalists will be 
available on the Web site on Friday, October 12. While the sessions are 
geared for specific audiences, they are open and people are encouraged to 
attend the session that fits their schedule. The schedule is as follows: 
Monday, October 15 
• Faculty: 9:30-10:30 a.m. (KirkhofCenter, rooms 215/216) 
• Staff: 10:45-11:45 a.m. (Kirkhof Center, rooms 215/216) 
• Students: 3: 15-4: 15 p.m. (Kirkhof Center, rooms 215/216) 
• Faculty, Staff, Students, Alumni & Community: 4:45-6 p.m. 
(De Vos Center, Regency Room) 
Tuesday, October 16 
• Faculty: 9:30-10:30 a.m. (Kirkhof Center, room 204) 
• Staff: 10:45-11 :45 a.m. (Kirkhof Center, room 204) 
• Students: 3:15-4:15 p.m. (KirkhofCenter, room 204) 
• Faculty, Staff, Students, Alumni & Community: 4:45-6 p.m. 
(De Vos Center, Regency Room) 
Thursday, October 18 
• Faculty: 9:30-10:30 a.m. (KirkhofCenter, rooms 215/216) 
• Staff: 10:45-11:45 a.m. (Kirkhof Center, rooms 215/216) 
• Students: 1 :30-2:30 p.m. (Kirkhof Center, rooms 215/216) 
Faculty, Staff, Students, Alumni & Community: 4:45-6 p.m. 
(De Vos Center, Regency Room). 
Administrators outline upcoming year 
at All Division Update 
President Thomas J. Haas outlined his five imperatives for strategic plan-
ning at the All Division Update held in the Kirkhof Center October 3. 
They include diversity, enrollment management, facilities master planning, 
broadening the base for financial support and Human Resources planning. 
"We are refreshing our strategic plan to 2010 and beyond," Haas said. "We 
are looking eight to nine years ahead as we manage our growth, and 15 to 
50 years ahead for facilities planning." 
Executive officers from each university division spoke, including Matt 
McLogan, vice president for University Relations. McLogan expressed 
disappointment that the governor's recommended budget increase for uni-
versities will not occur. "The 2008 appropriation will likely be unchanged 
from last year," McLogan said, "and the result is we have more students 
and no additional state aid." 
Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs Gayle R. Davis 
announced an annual faculty convocation and awards ceremony; the first 
one is scheduled for February 7. 
Maribeth Wardrop, vice president for University Development, said 
for the first time, annual giving reached the $1 million mark, totaling 
about $1.2 million. And, Jim Bachmeier, vice president for Finance and 
Administration, said Grand Valley is rated annually by Standard & Poors 
and has been given an A+ credit rating. 
···------------------------
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The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office. The submis-
sion deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publi-
cation items to Michele Coffill, editor, c/o 
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Grand Valley State University is an 
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What·s Ahead 
Clothesline Project 
brings attention 
to domestic violence 
The campus community is invited to create a t-shirt 
that will hang at one of three sites, drawing attention 
to victims and survivors of domestic violence. 
The Clothesline Project runs October 8-11. T-shirt 
making workshops will run throughout that time in 
the Women's Center, Kirkhof Center, room 161; and 
on Wednesday, October 10, from 3:30-7 p.m. at the 
Holland Meijer Campus, student lounge area. 
The t-shirts will hang in the Kirkhof Center lobby, 
De Vos Center student lounge and Holland Meijer 
Campus student lounge. The national initiative draws 
its origins from the days when women would hang 
"dirty laundry" outside and confide in each other 
what was happening in their homes. 
Grand Valley's project is sponsored by the Women's 
Center, Eyes Wide Open, Center for Women in 
Transition, Women and Gender Studies Program and 
Public Safety Services. 
Mother-daughter issues 
explored during sessions 
The complex relationships between mothers and 
daughters will be examined during two brown bag 
lunch sessions sponsored by Work Life Connections. 
"My Mother Myself: Intergenerational Patterns and 
Stressors" will be presented on Wednesday, October 
10, in the Kirkhof Center, room 142; and November 
7 in the De Vos Center, room 302C. Both sessions 
will run from noon- I p.m. 
Sara M. Eklove and Kate Lynn, counselors from 
Encompass, Grand Valley's employee assistance 
service, will facilitate the sessions. Register by visit-
ing www.gvsu.edu/healthwellness and clicking on 
"Workshops and Registrations." 
University sponsors 
Harrison reading 
Grand Valley will sponsor a reading by noted 
Michigan author Jim Harrison, Wednesday, October 
10, at 7 p.m. in Loosemore Auditorium, De Vos 
Center. 
Tickets are $25 and include admission to the read-
ing, followed by a book signing and reception, and a 
hand-numbered, limited edition broadside of a new 
Harrison poem. Ticket information is available by 
calling the College of Interdisciplinary Studies at 
x18655 or online at www.gvsu.edu/jimharrison. 
The winner of a National Endowment for the Arts 
continues on page 3 
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continued from page 2 
grant and a Guggenheim Fellowship, Harrison's 
work has been published in 27 languages. In 
2005, Grand Valley acquired Harrison's papers 
for use by researchers and students for many 
generations to come. (See related story at www. 
gvsu.edu/gvmagazine, winter 2007 issue.) 
Counseling Center 
participates in 
depression screening day 
The Counseling and Career Development 
Center will offer free, anonymous screenings 
for depression and other mental illnesses on 
Thursday, October 11 , National Depression 
Screening Day. 
Screenings are set for the following locations: 
• Kirkhof Center lobby: 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
• Kleiner Commons: 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
• DeVos Center plaza: 11:30 a.m.-1 :30 p.m. 
• Cook-DeVos CHS: 11 :30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
• Campus Recreation Center: 4-6 p.m. 
• Counseling Center, 204 STU: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
An online screening is available at www.gvsu. 
edu/counsel. For more information, call the 
Counseling Center at xl3266. 
·ufe After Death· 
conference planned 
A specialist in the intersection of Judaism and 
Christianity is the keynote speaker at a West 
Michigan conference, "Life After Death," 
sponsored by the West 
Michigan Academic 
Consortium and the 
West Shore Committee 
for Jewish/Christian 
Dialogue. 
The conference, on 
Thursday, October 
11 , will be held at the 
Hope College Maas 
Conference Center, Alan F. Segal 
264 Columbia Avenue, in 
Holland. The public is welcome to all events, 
which are free but require registration. Lunch is 
available for $10 by advance registration. 
Keynote speaker Alan F. Segal is a professor of 
Religion and Jewish Studies at Barnard College, 
Columbia University. His book, Life After 
Death: A History of the Afterlife in Western 
Religion, was published to wide acclaim. 
Segal will give two lectures: "The Self and 
Transformation: How the Hereafter Affects Who 
We Are," at 10:30 a.m.; and "The Mirror of our 
Souls and Societies: What Jews, Christians, and 
Muslims Believe About the Hereafter," at 7 p.m. 
Afternoon breakout sessions will be led by West 
Michigan scholars on a variety of related topics. 
The consortium is comprised of Aquinas 
College, Calvin College, Calvin Theological 
Seminary, Grand Valley, Hope College, and 
Western Theological Seminary. 
For more information visit www.jewishchris-
tiandialogue.org or call x15702. 
De Vos Art Lecture features 
sculptor. printmaker 
The annual De Vos 
Art Lecture at Grand 
Valley will feature 
British-born Dutch 
artist Cyril Lixenberg, 
who recently com-
pleted the 33-foot steel 
tall sculpture, "Steel 
Water," located next to 
the new JW Marriott 
Hotel in downtown 
Grand Rapids. This 
monumental work was Cyril Lixenberg 
commissioned by the 
Fluoride Commemorative Committee to mark 
Grand Rapids' place in history as the first city 
in the world to fluoridate a public water supply. 
Lixenberg's presentation, "Journey to Steel 
Water," is scheduled for Thursday, October 11 . 
A pre-reception with music begins at 5 p.m., fol-
lowed by the lecture in Loosemore Auditorium, 
De Vos Center, Pew Grand Rapids Campus. A 
wine and cheese reception with the artist will 
follow. Admission is free as well as parking in 
the Mount Vernon lot. 
For more information call x12564 or visit 
www.gvsu.edu/artgallery. 
Hispanic Heritage Month 
events continue 
The director of the Latin American and Latino 
Studies Department at the University of Illinois 
at Chicago will discuss the future of Cuba, 
continuing the celebration of Hispanic Heritage 
Month. 
Maria de los Angeles Torres will present "Cuba, 
its Future and its Exiles" on Thursday, October 
11, beginning at 2:30 p.m. in the Kirkhof 
Center, Grand River Room. 
The discussion will be moderated by Michelle 
Miller-Adams, assistant professor of political 
science. de los Angeles Torres, author of two 
books about Cuba and Latino politics, will dis-
cuss the political, economical and social chal-
lenges that Cuba encounters in the 21st century. 
For more information, call the Office of 
Multicultural Affairs at x12177. 
Global warming 
presentation begins IPY 
Grand Valley kicks off a celebration of 
International Polar Year with an expert in glacial 
geology and paleoclimatology who will com-
pare past and current observations of melting 
ice sheets in response to climate warming. 
Anders Carlson, from the Department of 
Geology and Geophysics at University of 
Wisconsin-Madison, will speak on "Changing 
Ice & Snow: What the Past Can Tell Us 
3 Forum I October 8, 2007 
About the Future." The free public lecture, on 
Thursday, October 11 , is at 7 p.m., in 101 Loutit 
Lecture Hall. 
The lecture is sponsored by Grand Valley's 
Regional Math and Science Center, College of 
Liberal Arts and Sciences, and the Michigan 
Space Grant Consortium. 
For more information on additional International 
Polar Year activities at Grand Valley, visit www. 
gvsu.edu/ipy or call xl2515. 
Fireside Chats return. 
participants sought 
The Women's Commission is again sponsoring 
Fireside Chats and seeking interested partici-
pants in this relationship-building program. 
The first Fireside Chat of the academic year 
will be held Friday, October 12, from noon-1 
p.m. in the Kirkhof Center, room 201. The 
monthly chats will provide a safe environment 
for diverse women to talk, learn about each 
other and learn about another culture. Sharalle 
Arnold, Women's Commission chair, said the 
format is based on storytelling, but meetings 
will have a set topic and a moderator. 
Space is limited, but those interested can send 
an e-mail to Sulari White, director of the Pre-
Major Program, at whites@gvsu.edu. 
Many Homecoming 
activities planned 
Grand Valley alumni and friends will cel-
ebrate "40 Years of Corning Home" during 
Homecoming October 12-14. 
Highlights include a Pioneer Class of 1967 
reunion, Laker SK run/walk, Renaissance Faire, 
and a film festival sponsored by the College of 
Liberal Arts and Sciences. Pre-registration is 
required for some activities. Visit www.gvsu. 
edu/homecorning for complete details. 
Author will discuss 
contemporary Iran 
A Washington University professor will give 
two presentations Monday, October 15, about 
women in Iran during a visit sponsored by sev-
eral university departments. 
Fatemeh Keshavarz, professor of Persian 
and comparative literature and chair of 
the Department of Asian and Near Eastern 
Languages and Literatures, will discuss her 
new book, Jasmine and Stars, at 9 a.m. in the 
Kirkhof Center, rooms 215-216; and contempo-
rary Iran at 3 p.m. in the Kirkhof Center, Grand 
River Room. 
In Jasmine and Stars, Keshavarz contends 
that Iranian women are vibrant and live not 
in fear but in hope. Her visit is sponsored 
by the Padnos International Center, Middle 
East Studies, English Department, Women 
and Gender Studies, and the College of 
Interdisciplinary Studies. 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Art Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Through Nov. 2 
Gallery Hours: "No Blind Date - a two person 
exhibition." Art Gallery, PAC. Call xl2564 for 
more information. 
Mon., Oct. 8 
Noon: History Colloquium. "Rachel Jackson as 
a Prism of History," by Kathy Warnes. 2016 
MAK. Call x13298 for more information. 
7 p.m.: Middle East Film Festival: "Rena's 
Wedding." CDC. Call xl8110 for more infor-
mation. Followed by music by Salaam Band. 
Tues., Oct. 9 
Noon: GVSU Quilters. 104 KC. Call xl8125 for 
more information. 
Noon: Work Life Connections Brown Bag 
Lunch. "How to Raise a Money Smart Child," 
by Brenda Kading-Payne. 303C DEV. Call 
x 18011 for more information. 
Noon: Women's Center hosts Lunches for 
Moms. 161 KC. Call x12748 for information. 
1 p.m.: Human Research Review Dialogue: 
Consent, Assent, & Permission. 215/216 KC. 
Call xl3197 for more information. 
1 p.m.: Hispanic Heritage Month Event: 
"Hispanics at Crossroads: Apathy or 
Education?" by Liliana Mina. 204 KC. Call 
x12177 for more information. 
3 p.m.: AWRI Seminar. "Evaluating 
Conservation Effects at the Watershed Scale," 
by Chi-hua Huang. LMC. Call xl3749 for 
more information. 
7 p.m.: Middle East Film Festival: "Broken 
Wings," discussion by Ruth Tsoffar. CDC. 
8 p.m.: Fall Arts Celebration Event: Van Cliburn 
Medalist Concert Series. LAT, PAC. Call 
xl2180 for more information. 
Wed., Oct. 10 
9 a.m.: Human Resources Excellence Series. 
Media Training. 250 KC. Call xl2215 for 
more information. 
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 201 KC. Call 
x12204 for more information. 
Noon: Work Life Connections Brown Bag 
Lunch. "My Mother Myself." 142 KC. Call 
xl8011 for more information. 
1 p.m.: Human Research Review Dialogue: 
Review and Approval Procedures. UClub 
Room, DEV. Call x13197 for information. 
3:30 p.m. : Clothesline Project. Holland Meijer 
Campus. Call xl2748 for more information. 
6 p.m.: Panel Discussion, "Power of Art?" 
Amway Grand Plaza Hotel. Call (616) 233-
9722 for more information. 
7 p.m.: Middle East Film Festival: "Offside," 
discussion by Negar Mottahedeh. CDC. Call 
x18110 for more information. 
7 p.m.: Jim Harrison Reading. Loosemore 
Auditorium, DEV. Call x18655 for more 
information. 
Thurs., Oct. 11 
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters. UClub 
Room, DEV. Call xl 7337 for information. 
Noon: Work Life Connections Brown Bag 
Lunch. "Matters of the Mind." 104 KC. Call 
xl8011 for information. 
2:30 p.m.: Hispanic Heritage Month Event. 
"Cuba, its Future and its Exiles," by Maria de 
los Angeles Torres. 250 KC. Call x121 77 for 
more information. 
5:30 p.m.: De Vos Art Lecture. "Journey to Steel 
Water," by Cyril Lixenberg. Loosemore 
Auditorium, DEV. Reception before and after. 
Call x12564 for more information. 
7 p.m. : IPY Lecture. "What the Past Can Tell Us 
About the Future," by Andres Carlson. 101 
Loutit. Call x12515 for more information. 
7 p.m. : Middle East Film Festival: "Le Grand 
VENTS 
Voyage," discussion by Ismael Ferroukhi. 
CDC. 
8 p.m.: Homecoming Concert features Josh 
Gracin. FH. For tickets call x12020. 
8 p.m.: Guest Artists Series. Stephen Shipps, 
violin, and Stephen Swedish, piano. Sherman 
Van Solkema Recital Hall, PAC. Call xl3484 
for more information. 
Fri., Oct. 12 
Noon: Women's Commission hosts Fireside 
Chat. 201 KC. Call xl2748 for information. 
3 p.m.: Master Class. Robert Gruca, guitar. 
Sherman Van Solkema Recital Hall, PAC. Call 
x 13484 for more information. 
8 p.m. : Symphony Orchestra. LAT, PAC. Call 
x 13484 for more information. 
Sat., Oct. 13 
10 a.m.: Shakespeare Festival Renaissance 
Festival. Cook Carillon Tower. Call xl3668 
for more information. 
Sun., Oct. 14 
10 a.m.: Shakespeare Festival Renaissance 
Festival. Cook Carillon Tower. 
3 p.m.: Symphonic Wind Ensemble. LAT, PAC. 
Call xl3484 for more information. 
8 p.m.: Concert Band. LAT, PAC. Call xl3484 
for more information. 
Sports 
Fri., Oct. 12 
7 p.m.: Volleyball hosts Wayne State University. 
Sat., Oct. 13 
4 p.m.: Volleyball hosts Hillsdale College. 
7 p.m.: Football hosts University of Indianapoli s. 
---------------------------•••---------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
Sketches 
Chemistry facu lty members Ellen Yezierski 
and Deborah Herrington gave a presentation, 
"Target Inquiry: Investigating the Teacher and 
Student Effects of a New Model in Chemistry 
Teacher Professional Development - Year 2," 
at the National Science Foundation Meeting for 
Principal Investigators in Washington, D.C. 
Diann Reischman, associate professor of statis-
tics, co-wrote an article, "Comparative Study of 
Airway Management Techniques with Restricted 
Access to Patient Airway," which was published 
in Prehospital Emergency Care. 
Patrick Colgan, associate professor of geology, 
co-wrote an article, "Cosmogenic lOBe Dating of 
Guxiang and Baiyu Glaciations," published in the 
Chinese Science Bulletin. 
In the News 
Erin Babson, operations manager for Pew 
Campus and Regional Centers, was interviewed 
by the Grand Rapids Press for a story about the 
new South Campus Express Route. 
